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On May 17, the Court of Appeals in Tegucigalpa upheld the 1993 conviction of former army colonel
Angel Castillo for the rape and murder of Riccy Mabel Martinez in July 1993. Martinez, a 19-old-old
student at the time of her death, had gone to the National Police Academy to ask Castillo to release
her boyfriend from service so that he could finish his education. Her mutilated body was found
three days later in a ditch outside Tegucigalpa. Castillo and Sgt. Santos Llovares were charged with
the crime, but military authorities resisted remanding the two men to a civilian court, invoking the
traditional doctrine that military personnel can only be tried in military courts.
The case became a test of the supremacy of civil law, and received considerable national and
international attention. After the military capitulated, the two men were discharged from the army
and tried in a civilian court where both were convicted. In August 1993, Castillo was sentenced to
16 and one-half years for rape and homicide. Llovares was sentenced to 10 and one-half years for
homicide. This was the first conviction of a military officer by a civilian court since the 1950s. Partly
as a result of the Martinez case, in March 1993, the Honduran National Assembly passed legislation
giving civilian courts primary jurisdiction over military personnel accused of civil crimes. (Source:
Latinamerica Press, 11/14/91 and 09/30/93, Agence France-Presse, 05/17/95)
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